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Hand-­‐out	
  for	
  the	
  Stichting	
  Hollands	
  Porselein	
  lecture,	
  Amsterdam,	
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  13th,	
  2016:	
  

"Fidelle Duvivier: Inspired Eye, Gifted Hand"	
  	
  	
  by	
  Charlotte	
  Jacob-­‐Hanson	
  
	
  
Chronology, Literature – Fidelle Duvivier (b. 1740 – d. after 1796) 
 

TOURNAI –	
  Born/baptized	
  6	
  August	
  1740,	
  St.	
  Brice	
  church;	
  apprenticeship	
  as	
  a	
  painter	
  at	
  the	
  
porcelain/faience	
  manufactory;	
  worked	
  there	
  probably	
  until	
  c.	
  1765.	
  One	
  surviving	
  older	
  brother,	
  
Michel-­‐Joseph	
  Duvivier	
  (1733-­‐1771,	
  also	
  a	
  porcelain	
  decorator,	
  who	
  returned	
  to	
  Tournai	
  from	
  
Chelsea,	
  England	
  in	
  1762/63	
  a	
  widower;	
  became	
  artistic	
  director	
  at	
  Tournai	
  manufactory	
  until	
  his	
  
death	
  in	
  1771).	
  
 

SCEAUX	
  (near Paris, France)	
  –	
  Employed	
  as	
  a	
  decorator	
  at	
  Sceaux	
  during	
  the	
  Jacques	
  and	
  Jullien	
  
period,	
  probably	
  during	
  the	
  years	
  1766-­‐68;	
  decorated	
  mainly	
  faience.	
  Some	
  decorative	
  work	
  also	
  
found	
  on	
  Mennecy	
  porcelain	
  of	
  this	
  period.*	
  
	
  

DERBY, England	
  –	
  Probably	
  left	
  Sceaux	
  for	
  England	
  during	
  1768;	
  possibly	
  doing	
  some	
  work	
  in	
  
London	
  before	
  signing	
  a	
  four-­‐year	
  contract	
  as	
  a	
  painter	
  for	
  William	
  Duesbury	
  of	
  Derby	
  on	
  31	
  October	
  
1768.	
  Married	
  his	
  English	
  wife,	
  Elizabeth	
  Thomas,	
  on	
  4	
  December	
  1769.	
  May	
  not	
  have	
  stayed	
  in	
  
Derby	
  until	
  the	
  expiration	
  of	
  his	
  contract.	
  Probably	
  did	
  independent	
  work	
  for	
  the	
  porcelain	
  
decorating	
  atelier	
  of	
  James	
  Giles	
  in	
  London	
  (dated	
  and	
  signed	
  Worcester	
  teapot,	
  1772,	
  Ashmolean	
  
Museum,	
  Cambridge).	
  
	
  

SCEAUX (near Paris, France)	
  –	
  Returned	
  to	
  Sceaux	
  before	
  1775	
  (daughter	
  baptized	
  there	
  in	
  that	
  
year)	
  and	
  decorated	
  mainly	
  porcelain	
  of	
  the	
  Glot	
  period.	
  	
  
	
  

LOOSDRECHT	
  –	
  c.	
  1780-­‐1784.	
  	
  Next	
  documented	
  in	
  the	
  Netherlands	
  and	
  employed	
  at	
  the	
  
Loosdrecht	
  manufactory	
  (daughter	
  baptized	
  in	
  Slootdijk	
  church,	
  1783).	
  Also	
  worked	
  briefly	
  for	
  the	
  
Lynckers	
  of	
  The	
  Hague,	
  decorating	
  mostly	
  Ansbach	
  porcelain;	
  one	
  Tournai	
  example	
  known.	
  Did	
  not	
  
work	
  at	
  Amstel,	
  but	
  returned	
  to	
  England	
  (Staffordshire)	
  c.	
  1784.	
  
	
  

NEW HALL (Staffordshire, England)	
  -­‐	
  1785-­‐1790	
  working	
  for	
  the	
  New	
  Hall	
  factory,	
  decorating	
  
porcelain.	
  Some	
  18	
  services	
  identified/published.	
  (Also	
  did	
  commissioned	
  work	
  on	
  New	
  Hall,	
  1796).	
  



Other	
  work	
  for	
  Ralph	
  Wedgwood,	
  John	
  Turner,	
  1787;	
  James	
  Neale;	
  and	
  for	
  Enoch	
  Wood	
  (no	
  
examples	
  known).	
  
CHAMBERLAINS (of) WORCESTER, England	
  –	
  1792	
  (name	
  on	
  a	
  payroll);	
  decorated	
  at	
  least	
  two	
  
known	
  services	
  on	
  Caughley	
  porcelain	
  blanks.	
  
	
  
AMERICA -­‐	
  Nothing	
  more	
  is	
  known	
  about	
  his	
  wife	
  and	
  children	
  or	
  what	
  became	
  of	
  them.	
  At	
  some	
  
point	
  after	
  1796	
  Duvivier	
  traveled	
  to	
  the	
  United	
  States,	
  where	
  he	
  was	
  said	
  to	
  have	
  been	
  involved	
  
with	
  a	
  "Galantee	
  Shew"	
  or	
  Magic	
  Lantern	
  show,	
  but	
  it	
  is	
  not	
  known	
  in	
  which	
  city	
  or	
  for	
  how	
  long.	
  His	
  
interest	
  in	
  the	
  peep	
  show	
  or	
  rarekiek	
  is	
  recorded	
  on	
  Loosdrecht	
  porcelain,	
  twice:	
  	
  once	
  on	
  a	
  plate	
  in	
  
Kasteel	
  Sypesteyn	
  and	
  once	
  on	
  a	
  dinner	
  plate	
  in	
  the	
  Duivenvoorde	
  service	
  (shown	
  below).	
  
 
  

 

 
Detail	
  from	
  a	
  Loosdrecht	
  hard-­‐paste	
  
porcelain	
  dinner	
  plate	
  of	
  the	
  
Duivenvoorde	
  service,	
  painted	
  by	
  Duvivier	
  
in	
  puce	
  monochrome,	
  showing	
  Dutch	
  
children	
  looking	
  into	
  a	
  rarekiek	
  (peepbox).	
  
Marked	
  'M.O.L.'	
  with	
  star	
  in	
  underglaze	
  
blue.	
  Collection	
  Foundation	
  Duivenvoorde,	
  
Voorschoten,	
  the	
  Netherlands	
  (DV-­‐3142-­‐P-­‐
03).	
  Photo:	
  P.	
  Wervelman 
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  –	
  Note:	
  all	
  of	
  these	
  articles	
  can	
  be	
  read	
  or	
  downloaded	
  at	
  www.academia.edu	
  under	
  my	
  name.	
  
	
  
*(5.	
  Forthcoming:	
  a	
  book	
  on	
  Fidelle	
  Duvivier	
  at	
  Sceaux	
  with	
  many	
  new	
  discoveries,	
  including	
  an	
  appendix	
  
with	
  examples	
  of	
  his	
  work	
  done	
  in	
  England	
  and	
  the	
  Netherlands,	
  genealogical	
  information,	
  and	
  descriptions	
  
of	
  the	
  manufactories	
  where	
  Duvivier	
  was	
  employed).	
  See	
  www.academia.edu	
  under	
  my	
  name,	
  under	
  "Books"	
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  Jacob-­‐Hanson,	
  Egmontstr.	
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  Soden,	
  Duitsland	
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